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National Assembly for Wales Cross Party Group on Children and Young People 

Tuesday 27th November 2018 

Pierhead Main Hall 

12.30pm—1.30pm 

 

Attendees 

Julie Morgan AM, Chair, National Assembly for Wales 
Catriona Williams OBE, Secretariat, Chief Executive Children in Wales 
Charles, Whitmore, Research Associate, School of Law and Politics, Cardiff University/ WCVA 
Sean O’Neill, Policy Director, Children in Wales 
Lynne Hill, Policy Director, Children in Wales 
Dylan Lewis Rowlands, Young Wales 
 
Rosa Brown, Show Racism the Red Card Wales 
Rebekah Burns, Hafal 
Amy-Claire Davies 
Sam Little 
Dr Louisa Petchey, Public Health Wales 
Chris Richards, Development Officer, Children in Wales 
Andrea Storer, Development Officer, Children in Wales 
Chloe Evans, Admin Assistant Children in Wales 
Helen West, Assembly Support Staff, National Assembly for Wales 
Elizabeth Bryan, The Fostering Network 
Mischa Van Eimeren, Public Health Wales 
Jamie Westcombe, Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Iwan Williams, Social Care Wales 
Jack Spencer, Helen Mary Jones AM Office, National Assembly for Wales 
Bob Gelsthorpe, Literature Wales 
 
Apologies 

John Gallanders, AVOW 
Rev Phillip Manghan, Catholic Education Service 
Eleri Griffiths, Mudiad Meithrin  
Vikki Howells AM  
Adam Price AM  
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1. Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 

           Julie Morgan AM began by welcoming the group and making introductions 
 

2. Introduction to Presentations 
 
Catriona explained that the purpose of the session was to share with the Cross Party 
Group the work that Children in Wales has done on the impact of Brexit on Children 
and Young People.  

  
  

 The first presentation highlights the work that Young Wales has done to inform 
young people on Brexit and capture their views on how Brexit will affect them. 
This was carried out in a variety of ways through workshops, a Question Time 
and going in to schools and youth forums to deliver talks. The three main 
concerns among young people are: - there isn’t enough information on Brexit 
available to young people, young people want to be involved and have a say on 
Brexit and young people are concerned for their future.  

 
 The second is the impact of Brexit on human rights and on organisations working 

with children and young people update (Sean presentation) 
 

 The third is to share the work of the Wales Civil Society Forum on Brexit and how 
the third sector can better engage with and influence Brexit debate 

 
 

Lynne Hill & Dylan Lewis Rowlands, Young Wales 

Sean O’Neill, Policy Director, Children in Wales 

Charles Whitmore, Research Associate, School of Law and Politics, Cardiff 
University/ WCVA 

 
The above presentations can be found on the Children in Wales website on following link –  
 
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/resources/cross-party-groups/  

http://www.plantyngnghymru.org.uk/adnoddau-2/grwpiau-trawsbleidiol/  
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3. Discussion 
 
Julie Morgan AM chaired a question and answer session.  
 
Concerned not to be seen in partisan. There needs to be a big push to communicate on Brexit. 
 
Andrea Storer informed the group that there was not enough information available on Brexit 
for young people before and after the referendum. Some information has now been provided 
to young people on their futures after Brexit. It’s crucial that young people are provided with 
this information as they want to be involved and have a say in Brexit and their future. 
 
Catriona raised concerns around settlement issues for migrants in the UK and EU. Young people 
are very anxious about their futures in the UK and EU. 
 
Dylan Lewis Rowlands spoke from a young person’s point of view to express the fear in young 
people on the uncertainty of future funding. 
 
Julie Morgan AM referred back to the communication issues in schools around Brexit and 
suggested that schools need to have representatives from the leave and remain parties to 
overcome the ‘fear’ of discussing Brexit and to educate children and young people.  Lynne Hill 
agreed and stated that young people are very keen to engage in discussions about Brexit. Dylan 
Lewis Rowlands explained that young people need to be provided with non-biased information 
on Brexit. 
 
Julie Morgan left the meeting and handed the chair to Catriona to continue with discussions. 
 
Amy-Claire Davies asked Charles Whitmore a question about the types of medicine that will be 
impacted by Brexit. Charles explained that there is a list of medications available that will be 
impacted and will send this on to Amy-Claire for information. 
 
Catriona stated that we need to plan for a ‘No Deal’.  She also highlighted that there is 
uncertainty from the health service of planning for medication. Dylan informed the group that 
the issues around medication will have an impact on mental health – what will happen to young 
people’s mental health? 
 
Charles Whitmore gave the group a link to his organisation’s website for further information: 
https://www.brexitforumwales.org/ .Catriona suggested that Children in Wales add a link to 
Charles’ website on the CIW website and welcomed everyone to feed in and help out with the 
Brexit work. 
 
The previous minutes were agreed and there was no other business to discuss. The meeting 
concluded and Catriona thanked everyone for coming. 
 
 

4. Meeting closed  


